
Anatomy of a Berm
welcome to the mortician’s table, slicing and dicing the day away.
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Second Floor Plan

Programmatic Key

1.0 Information/ Education

1.1 Visitors’ Service

1.2   Education
1.2.1   Library Stacks
1.2.2   Reading Room
1.2.3   Lecture Hall
1.2.4   Adult Education
1.2.5   Daycare

1.3   Exhibition
1.3.1   Screening Rooms

2.0   Housing

2.1   Transient Hotel
2.1.1   Lobby/ Entry
2.1.3   Mingling Collonade

2.2   Boutique Hotel
2.2.1   Lobby
2.2.2   Customizable Event Space
2.2.3   Patios

2.3   Apartment Housing
2.3.1   2 Bedroom Units
2.3.2   1 Bedroom Units
2.3.3   Studio Units

2.4   Emergency Relief Housing
2.4.1   Outdoor Sleeping Spaces
2.4.2   Indoor Sleeping Spaces
2.4.3   Restrooms

2.5   Monastery
2.5.1   Sleeping Quarters
2.5.2  Shared Amenities
2.5.3   Private Library

3.0   O�ce

3.1   Creative O�ce
3.1.1   Studio
3.1.2   Flexible Meeting
3.1.3   White Space

3.2   Non-creative O�ce
3.2.3   Restrooms

4.0   Nourishment and Retail

4.1    Soup Kitchen
4.2   Specialty Co�ee
4.3   Restaurant
4.4   Bar
4.1  Open Air Market
4.2   Corner Store

5.0   Recreation

5.1   Synagogue
5.1.1   Main Sanctuary
5.1.2   Organ
5.1.3   Preist’s Quarters
5.1.6   Group Think
5.1.7   Sunday School
5.1.8   Public Outreach
5.1.9   Public Inreach

5.2   Outdoor Recreation
5.2.1   Tee O�
5.2.2   Open Air Parklet
5.2.3   Pool Time

5.3   Concert Hall
5.3.1   Green Room
5.3.2   Ticketing and Concessions
5.3.3   Stage

5.4   Greenhouse
5.5   Public Baths
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Vignette 01 - Central mediating berm serves as a social condenser, while also serving the 
community in whatever place there is need.

Vignette 02 - Central mediating berm activated by the community as a place for the storage 
of excess sheep. Other uses might be: need-based housing, pick-up football games, petting 
zoos, community fairs, and so on.

The corner of Sunset and Echo Park on any ole’ wednesday
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Note 3Note 2Note 1

Logan Street Echo Park Avenue

Note 1 : Programs nested within other 
programs establishes interesting adjacen-
cies

Note 2 : Roof top lawns provide mixing 
terrain for underlying program

Note 3 : Boundaries between forms 
become  sectionally and programmatically 
obscured

the Elevations 

some lovely colorful populated boys catching some Vitamin D 
under the summertime sky. 

Sunset Elevation

Logan Elevation Roof Plan

Cumulus Cloud
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1. Roof accessible to public any place where Berm is traversible  2. Other entries allow ac-
cess to the innards  3. Synagogue inserted into the Berm to provide a locus point for public 
outreach  4. pool-decks create primetime locations for sun bathing and pool partying alike                                     
5. Vertical circulation cores provide for more direct vertical travel throughout the site  
6. Berm interrupted by two object, allowing for travel through the berm, to new worlds within       
7. Central stair allows for access to central park  8. Most normative entry sequence provides 
easy access to consumer pleasures  9. Most dense portion of apartment housing belongs to 
the corner of Logan and Montana  10. This portion is designed to provide for unexpected com-
munity need, be it homeless sheltering or summer camping  11. Tee off! putting green for players 
of all skill levels  12. Greenhouse for the people  13. Vehicular access  14. Lecture hall for the 
purpose of community education and empowerment

Populated Axonometric

laid out before your eyes, the berm in all their glory traversed by 
seething multitudes

Community Outreach

Synagogue

Public Plaza

Parklets

Various Housing

Flex Berm

O�ces

Retail

Public Education

Vertical Circulation

Exhibition
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Vignette 01 - Central mediating berm serves as a social condenser, while also serving the 
community in whatever place there is need.

Vignette 02 - Central mediating berm activated by the community as a place for the storage 
of excess sheep. Other uses might be: need-based housing, pick-up football games, petting 
zoos, community fairs, and so on.

The corner of Sunset and Echo Park on any ole’ wednesday

FEEL THE BERM
Chad Miller 
  STUDIO YEAR: 2021
  PROJECT SIZE: 210,000 SF
  LOCATION: SUNSET BLVD, ECHO PARK
  PROGRAM: MIXED USE: HOUSING, PUBLIC    
     SERVICES, OFFICE, HOTEL, RETAIL


