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NOMADIC CORRIDORS
Alexander Urasaki 
  STUDIO YEAR: 2021
  PROJECT SIZE: 210,000 SF
  LOCATION: SUNSET BLVD, ECHO PARK
  PROGRAM: MIXED USE: HOUSING, PUBLIC    
     SERVICES, OFFICE, HOTEL, RETAIL
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.01 Echo Park Ave.  and Sunset  Blvd.

.02 Sunset  Blvd.  and Logan St.

.03 Echo Park Blvd.  and Montana St.
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SITE PLAN_
Sunset  and Echo
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.01 Sticky Rice,  Echo Park

.02 Rodeo Mexican Gril l

.03 Senor Fish

.04 Stories Takekout

.05 Sage Plant Based Bistro

.06 Honey Hi Takekout

.07 Dinette

.08 Hey Hey Takeout

.09 Combo A Takekout

.10 The Holloway

.11 Monty’s  Good Burger

.12 Kien Giang Bakery

SITE PLAN_
Economy and Trade
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.01 Logan Early Education Center

.02 Logan Street  Elementary School
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Social/Education
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SITE PLAN_
Residential/Housing
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2D CURVATURE FROM GRID

IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED

01_

MOTIVATION: Focus on the 
pedestr ian exper ience or ients 
towards the school .  Flow 
through the si te focused on 
school  and home relat ionship 
wi th l imi ted breaks into the 
program of the rest  of  the s i te.

VIEW TO 
NON-RESIDENTIAL 
PROGRAM

VIEW TO 
RESIDENTIAL SCALE OF 
NEIGHBORHOOD
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2D CURVATURE FROM GRID

IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED
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MOTIVATION: Seperat ion of  
the pr ivate and the publ ic 
c i rculat ions.  The void in the 
middle of fers i tsel f  to a new 
program. The lack of  c iculat ion 
at  the center creates an open 
space for gather ing or theatre.

CONVERSATION 
BETWEEN FLOWS 
HELD SEPERATE 
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2D CURVATURE FROM GRID

IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED
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MOTIVATION: Del in iate the 
corner condi t ions.  Corners lef t  
open with open spaces al low-
ing for a s low meanding path 
shel tered from the dirctness of  
the thoroughfares of  echo and 
sunset

CONNECTION TO 
SCHOOL
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IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED
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MOTIVATION: Same mot ivat ion 
as scheme 03. However shi f t -
ing th is centeral  moment to the 
s ide reinforces idea of  move-
ment speed as you move the 
the smal ler  scale of  the rear of  
the s i te.

DISTANT VISUAL CON-
NECTION TO SUNSET 
ACROSS VOID SPACE
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2D CURVATURE FROM GRID

IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED
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MOTIVATION: Opening up 
corner condi t ions.  smal ler  
areas of  c i rculat ion create 
pockets that  break up the 
scale of  the open space. 
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2D CURVATURE FROM GRID

IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED
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MOTIVATION: Provide slower 
c i rquiatous circulat ion through 
the publ ic open space from 
echo, and a juxtaposed direct  
c i rculat ion for  residents 
coming from the rear.

VIEWS DOWN
SUNSET

GLIMPSE OF 
SCHOOL PROGRAM
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IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED
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MOTIVATION: Program of 
screenwri ters center/ theater.  
Ciculat ion creates moment of  
publ ic and pr ivate intersect ion 
at  th is center moment of  the 
special ty program of the 
screenwri ter ’s theater.

BREAK SPEED OF 
CIRCULATION ON 
SUNSET
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IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED
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MOTIVATION: Direct  thror-
oughfare f rom the ter iatary 
street of  the s i te.  Movement 
protected from the corner 
condi t ions wi th l imi ted 
moments of  connect ion 
between inside and outside.

VIEW 
CORRIDOR TO 
SUNSET

VIEW 
CORRIDOR TO 
MONTANA
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IMPLIED INSIDE/OUTSIDE SPACES CREATED
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MOTIVATION: Peel  c i rculat ion 
f rom major streets of  Echo and 
Sunset in order to create a 
s lowing of  c i rculat ion in areas 
of  retai l  and services.

DRAWN TO THE 
VOID OF OPEN 
SPACE
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3D BRIDGING STRATEGY_
Explode Axonometric  Plan
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Thickened Circulat ion_
Explode Axonometric  Plan

Ground
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3 D  L AY E R I N G _ 
0 1 .  C o n n e c t i o n  o f  V e c t o r s
0 2 .  S e c o n d a r y  C i r c u l a t i o n

T H I C K E N I N G _ 
0 1 .  P a t h  b e c o m e s  T e r r i t o r y
0 2 .  T h e  D o u b l e - B a c k

A

01

02

03

04

00

B C D E F

P L A N  0 1
Ground Plan

P R O G R A M
Ground Plan

1.1_ Housing
1.2_ Boutique Hotel
1.3_ Tansient Hotel
2.1_ Social Services
3.1_ Creative Office Space
3.2_ Conference Areas
4.1_ Retail Space
4.2_ Resturant
4.3_ Open Market
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P R O G R A M
Level 02

1.1_ Housing
1.4_ Residential Outdoor Space
1.5_ Tansient Student Housing
2.1_ Social Services
2.2_ Residential Shared Areas
2.3_ Multipurpose Community Auditorium
3.4_ Educational Classrooms
4.1_ Retail Space
4.2_ Resturant
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C O R R I D O R S  A N D  T H R E S H O L D S _ 
0 1 . D o u b l e  L o a d e d  C o r r i d o r
0 2 . O c c u p y i n g  t h e  I n t e r s t i t i a l

The project  proposes a shi f t  away from the double- loaded corr idor 
of ten associated with housing. Ref lect ing the ideas of  t ransience, 
the proposal  quest ions how the corr idor can instead be occupied 
as a th ickened cont inuum of ever changing thresholds and 
program; void of  dest inat ion or forever states.  Rather than the 
program-less lef t  over space, how can the corr idor i tsel f  become a 
unique sequence of  entangled terr i tor ies? 


